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Class
Class
Class

Albino Martinez, Private First
Anthony Astuccio, Private First
Richard P. Light, Private First
Class Michael McCombs, Private First
Class Hector L. R. Rodriguez, Private
First Class Lloyd Parker, Private First
Class Thomas J. Lehner, and Navy
Corpsman Mel Overmyer.

These young men, like so many of
their generation, answered our Na-
tion’s call to service. They risked their
lives in defense of their comrades in
arms and our Nation. We owe them a
great debt of gratitude for all that they
have done, and I stand here before Con-
gress in recognition of their accom-
plishment and their sacrifice.

———

THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL
LEAGUE MUST DISABUSE ITSELF
OF THE NAME “REDSKINS”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I submit to my colleagues and some 181
million sports fans all over America
who love the game of football just as
much as I do, having played football
for 4 years in high school, again and
again, Mr. Speaker, this issue will not
go away; and with all due respect, Mr.
Speaker, I call upon the 32 football
club owners of the National Football
League and NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell to get rid of this derogatory
word or racial slur, ‘“‘redskin,” which
currently describes the Washington
football franchise.

Mr. Speaker, the National Football
League cannot just casually pass the
responsibility to Mr. Dan Snyder,
owner of the Washington team. The
Washington football franchise is about
a $1.3 billion business, rated third in
the NFL, but the NFL is also a bene-
ficiary and, I'm sure, gets a fair per-
centage of the proceeds from television
broadcasts and concessions for selling
clothing and sports souvenirs by these
32 club owners.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Presi-
dent Barack Obama for weighing in on
this issue just 2 weeks ago, and I hope
NFL Commissioner Goodell will seri-
ously pursue this matter. If Commis-
sioner Goodell feels that if we are of-
fending one person that we should lis-
ten, then listen to the leaders of the
National Congress of American Indi-
ans, the oldest and the largest Native
American organization, which rep-
resents the vast majority of some 5.2
million Native American Indians
today. And when I say ‘“‘majority,” Mr.
Speaker, I'm talking about 2.6 million
Native Americans who do have an issue
to pull with the NFL using this racial
and derogatory slur’s name.

I also want to thank Mr. Ray
Halbritter, leader of the Oneida Indian
Nation, for taking the initiative to get
this to the American people so that
they will better understand and appre-
ciate why this word is so offensive to
the Native American community.
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Again, Mr. Speaker, it is time for the
NFL commissioner, Roger Goodell, and
the NFL to do the right thing. Change
the name ‘‘Redskins.” It is a racial slur
and a derogatory term for the Amer-
ican Indians.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 19
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PETRI) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of wisdom, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

Prior to the Great Compromise, Ben-
jamin Franklin addressed the Constitu-
tional Convention:

We indeed seem to feel our own want of po-
litical wisdom since we have been running
about in search of it. In this situation of this
assembly, groping as it were in the dark to
find political truth and scarce able to distin-
guish it when presented to us, have we now
forgotten our powerful friend?

Lord, You are the powerful friend re-
ferred to by Franklin, and we turn
again to You to ask that Your wisdom
might break through the political dark
of these days.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House and all of Congress with the in-
sight and foresight to construct a fu-
ture of security in our Nation’s poli-
tics, economy, and society. May they,
as You, be especially mindful of those
who are poor and without power.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

H6573

STAND DOWN ON INDIVIDUAL
MANDATE

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker:

Consumers will be able to go online. They
will be able to get a determination of what
tax subsidies they are eligible for; they will
be able to see premium net of subsidy; and
they will be able to sign up.

Those were the words spoken by the
head of the Office of Consumer Infor-
mation and Insurance Oversight 3
weeks ago at a committee hearing of
Energy and Commerce. I had asked for
a yes or no answer to the question: Will
the exchanges be ready on October 17
You heard his answer.

In The New York Times this week-
end, a very insightful article: ‘“From
the Start, Signs of Trouble at the
Health Portal.” The exchanges have
been called excruciatingly embar-
rassing by no less than the President’s
press secretary for his first term. He
went on to say:

I hope some people are fired, those people
who were supposed to be able to make this
work.

The blame-shifting between contrac-
tors and agency officials is just begin-
ning. Further quoting from the article
in The New York Times this weekend:

“These are not glitches,” said an insurance
executive who has participated in many con-
ference calls on the Federal exchange.

The extent of the problems is pretty enor-
mous. At the end of our calls, people say, ‘It
is awful, just awful.”

But here is the deal: everyone is re-
quired to sign up for this enormously
embarrassing glitch that has been
foisted upon us by the executive
branch. It is time for us to stand down
on the individual mandate.

———
END THE NIGHTMARE

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, the
worst-kept secret in Washington, D.C.,
is there is a majority in the House of
Representatives to reopen the govern-
ment today, to reach that grand com-
promise that Father Conroy spoke
about a few minutes ago.

Over 30 House Republicans have said
that they would join Democrats to pass
a clean CR, which the President has
said he would sign on the spot. It has
already cleared the Senate, and we
could end the damage that is being in-
flicted on this country every passing
day.

Day 14 is where we are today. Our Na-
tional Guard, our veterans, Meals on
Wheels—the list goes on and on—the
National Institutes of Health, they are
being crippled in this shutdown; and
the power is here in this Chamber to
end it by signing a discharge petition
which was filed on Saturday morning.

If the Speaker won’t bring the bill to
the floor, then the Members should do
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